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The Issue of Reconciling Religion and Philosophy in the
Thought of Saint Albert the Great
Ghada Abdel Jalil Ahmed EIl-Ghonaimi
Department of Doctrine and Philosophy, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Girls, Alexandria, Al-Azhar
University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: Ghada.alghonamy@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The issue of reconciling religion and philosophy is one of the
important issues that has preoccupied thinkers and philosophers,
both ancient and modern. Although this issue is more closely
associated with medieval philosophy than with other
philosophies, reconciling religion and philosophy is closely
linked to the existence of religion. Whenever religion exists,
there is a need to reconcile it with philosophy. Hence, the
famous saying that expresses the relationship between religion
and philosophy emerged: "Philosophy is the daughter of religion
and the mother of sciences." The relationship between religion
and philosophy was a central theme among medieval
philosophers (Muslims and others). At the forefront of Muslim
philosophers: 1bn Rushd, who meant great attention to this issue,
wrote his famous book: "The article separated between wisdom
and law from communication”, stressing that close relationship
by saying: "Muslims know definitely that demonstrative
consideration does not lead to a violation of what is stated in the
Sharia;. Since Christian philosophy was closely linked to Islamic
philosophy, this syncretic tendency was passed on to medieval
Christian philosophers, most notably Saint Albert the Great, the
man who established the Christian Aristotelian approach and
contributed to the emergence of an important figure who
represents the essence of Christian philosophy: Saint Thomas
Aquinas. Indeed, Saint Albert the Great was able to establish
natural science in the Middle Ages, and he had numerous ideas
that contributed to the modern scientific renaissance. Another
syncretic tendency emerged in Saint Albert the Great, namely
his attempt to reconcile Aristotle and Plato. Saint Albert's
syncretic philosophy manifested itself in several aspects,
including his discussion of the issue of divinity, the eternity and
origin of the world, the issue of the human soul, and others
Keywords: The issue of syncreticism ¢« Religion ¢« Islamic
philosophy « Christian philosophy « Saint Albert the
Great.
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