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Abstract

Although Arabic occupies an important position among
modern languages in the past and today, and although the
Arabs have been well-known 1in their lexicography
scholarship for a long time, a fact that has been
acknowledged by orientalists, Arabic, until today, has not
got an etymological dictionary which provides details of the
historical development phases of its lexical items across its
long history. Such a dictionary will preserve the heritage and
identity of Arabic. This dictionary will also help the next
generations of Arabs to understand their language, will help
revive the Arab nation's past, and will enrich its present and
past. Such a dictionary will be of value to rebut the
accusations about Arabic. It will provide a positive image
about the past and the present of Arabic and will prove that
Arabic is able to move on. The reasons of the late
compilation of such a dictionary are attributed to the huge
lifespan of Arabic, its vast geographical area, the many
different cultures of the Arab countries, lack of previous
research 1n this field, lack of linguistic blog, lack of
lexicographers and lexicologists, as well as lack of a

government fund to support such a project without reliance
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on private donations or organizations. This paper

investigates the importance of compiling such a dictionary.
The present paper identifies the dictionary, its linguistic
function, features. This paper provides details about the work
that has been done so far on such a dictionary and what is
expected of it. This paper claims that such a dictionary is not
merely to preserve the Arabic lexical items throughout its
history.
Key words: etymological dictionary, Fisher dictionary,
Dohah etymological dictionary, entries o the dictionary,

linguistic blog, dictionary making.
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