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Abstract

Dedication is a textual threshold which carries
the novel text from good introduction to the ending
point as well as suspense and excitement. This
threshold may have a meaning or otherwise but it
formulates an independent text at a site which
separates the cover and the text and it competes
with other thresholds in terms of its place and
position.

This study endeavors to highlight the
importance of dedication in the text of the novel as
a textual threshold and linguistic sign which
combine between the author and the reader via a
text where they meet together or divert, therefore
the study focused on the linguistic structure of
dedication to analyze its structure, sentences,
vocabularies and linkages among them. It also
examined the deployment of dedication in the text
of the novel in terms of those who are dedicated,
its reality or symbolism, its references, as well as
its spatial or time spaces referred to by dedication.
The study discussed blankness that substitutes
dedication since it constituted semiotic reference to
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the lack of dedication which leads to generality or
opacity.

Accordingly, we conducted this study on a
random sample that consisted of one hundred ten
novels which began with dedications to study their
structure, formulations and their employment
significantly. We concluded that dedication is a
communication or divergence threshold that carries
the idea of the text and explains its contents,
suggestiveness and its benefit in terms of suspense
and excitement. Dedication may not carry anything
so that it refers to generality or opacity and in both
cases it has a value, various forms and functions
which requires more in-depth examination and
explanation.
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