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The Diwan of ""Humayd ibn Thawr Al-Hilali** Between the
Editors: Abdul Aziz Al-Maymani and Dr. Muhammad Shafiq
Al-Bitar — A Critical Study and Comparison

Wael Fouad Ismail Abdel-Latif

Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic

Language, Girga, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

E-mail: dr.waelfouad12@gmail.com

Abstract:This research critically examines and compares the

editorial work on the Diwan of Humayd ibn Thawr Al-Hilali—one

of the ancient poets (who lived during both the pre-Islamic and
early Islamic eras). The study evaluates and contrasts the
methodologies of two prominent editors:

1. Abdul Aziz Al-Maymani (may Allah have mercy on him).

2. Dr. Muhammad Shafig Al-Bitar.

Each editor has followed a distinct approach in preparing and
verifying the Diwan. The research analyzes their methodologies,
highlighting both strengths and weaknesses, while also
providing critical commentary on aspects warranting further
discussion.

The motivation behind this study stems from two key reasons:

1. Humayd ibn Thawr was a companion of the Prophet -may peace
and blessing be upon him- having traveled to meet him,
embraced Islam, and recited poetry before him. Given the
Prophet’s recommendation -may peace and blessing be upon
him- to honor his companions, the poet's literary legacy merits
careful attention.

2. Humayd lived a pure and unembellished Bedouin life, away
from palaces and ornamented homes. His poetry embodies
authentic and untainted Arabic linguistic purity, making him an
important figure for linguistic and literary studies.

Keywords: Humayd ibn Thawr, Abdul Aziz Al-Maymani,

Muhammad Shafig Al-Bitar, Critical Study, Comparative Analysis.
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Technical Indexes

First: Index of Sources and References

The Holy Quran: Glory be to Him Who revealed it.

- The Noble Prophetic Hadith.

-Al-Isti'ab fi Asma' al-Ashab by Ibn Abd al-Barr al-
Qurtubi, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut - n.d.

- Usd al-Ghabah fi Ma'rifat al-Sahaba by Ibn al-Athir,
edited by Mustafa Wahbi, al-Wahbiyya Press, Cairo,
1280 AH.

- Al-Isa'af fi Sharh Shawahid al-Qadi wa al-Kashaf, by al-
Mawsili 1007 AH, from the manuscripts of the Az-
Zahiriya Library, Damascus, number 7747.

- Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahaba by Ibn Hajar, Dar al-Kutub
al-1lmiyyah, Beirut.

- Al-Aghani, by Abu Faraj Al-Isfahani, Dar lhya Al-
Turath Al-Arabi, photographed from the copy of Dar Al-
Kutub Al-Masryia, Beirut, 1927.

- Al-Insaf fi Masa'il Al-Khilaf by Al-Anbari, edited by/
Muhammad Muhyi Al-Din Abdul Hamid, Al-Sa'ada
Press, Cairo, 1961.

- Al-Bayan wa Al-Tabyeen, by Al-Jahiz, edited by/ Abdul
Salam Haroun, Committee for Authorship, Translation
and Publication, Cairo, 1948.

- History of Damascus, by Ibn Asakir, edited by Amr bin
Al-Amrawi, Dar Al-Fikr for Printing, Publishing and
Distribution, 1415 AH - 1995 AD.

- History of the City of Damascus, by Ibn Asakir, Dar Al-
Basheer, Damascus.

- Supplement to the Notables, written by Muhammad Khair
Ramadan Youssef, Dar Ibn Hazm, second edition, Beirut.

- Verification of Manuscripts between Reality and the
Optimal Approach, by Dr. Abdullah bin Abdul Rahim
Asilan, King Fahd National Library, Riyadh, 1994.
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- Verification and Publication of Texts, by Abdul Salam
Muhammad Haroun, Al-Khanji Library in Cairo,
Seventh Edition, 1418 AH - 1998 AD.

- Comments and anecdotes by Abu Ali Harun bin Zakariya
al-Hijri (d. 296 AH), edited by Dr. Hamoud Abdul Amir
al-Hamadi, Dar al-Rashid, Baghdad, 1980 AD.

- Tahdhib al-Lugha by al-Azhari, edited by Abdul Salam
Harun and his companions, Egyptian General
Organization for Authorship, News and Publishing, and
Egyptian House for Authorship and Translation, Cairo,
1964 AD, 1976 AD.

-Jamharat Ansab, by Abu Al-Mundhir Hisham bin
Muhammad Al-Kalbi (d. 204 AH), edited by Mahmoud
Amrdos Al-Azm, Dar Al-Yagza Al-Arabiya, Damascus,
1983.

- Jamharat Ansab Al-Arab, by Ibn Hazm Al-Andalusi (d.
456 AH), edited by Abdul Salam Haroun,
Dar Al-Maaref, Cairo, 1962.

- Al-Hallal fi Sharh Abiat Al-Jamal by Al-Batalyusi, edited

by Dr. Mustafa Imam, Dar Al-Masryia, Cairo,
1979.
- -Hamasat Al-Khalidiyyin = with similarities and
counterparts from the poetry of the ancients, the pre-
Islamic and the contemporary, written by/ Al-
Khalidiyyin Abu Bakr Muhammad bin Hashim Al-
Khalidi, (died: around 380 AH), and Abu Uthman Saeed
bin Hashim Al-Khalidi (died: 371 AH), edited by/ Dr.
Muhammad Ali Daqqga, publisher, Ministry of Culture,
Syrian Arab Republic, 1995 AD.

- Diwan Humaid bin Thawr Al-Hilali, edited by Mr./
Abdul Aziz Al-Maymani, National Printing House
(photocopied from the edition of Dar Al-Kutub in Cairo
1371 AH - 1951 AD) Cairo, 1384 AH - 1965 AD.

-Diwan of Humaid bin Thawr al-Hilali, compiled and
verified by Dr. Muhammad Shafiqg al-Baytar, Heritage
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Series, 1418 AH - 1997 AD. - Dhayl al-A'lam, written by
Ahmad al-Alauna, Dar al-Manara, Jeddah, first edition.

- Seerah A'lam al-Nubala' by al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH),
verified by a group of researchers, under the supervision
of Sheikh Shuaib al-Arna'ut, Al-Risalah Foundation,
Beirut, 1986-1988 AD.

- The Biography of the Prophet, by Ibn Hisham al-Himyari,
verified by Mustafa al-Saqa, Ibrahim al-Ibyari and Abdul
Hafeez Shalabi, Dar lhya' al-Turath al-Arabi. Beirut.

- Poetry and Poets by Ibn Qutaybah, edited by Ahmed
Shaker, Dar Al-Maaref, Cairo, second edition,
1966 AD.

- Sahih Muslim by Imam Muslim, edited by Muhammad
Fuad Abdul-Bagqi, Dar Ihya Al-Turath, Beirut.

- The Great Classes, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Saad
bin Mani' Al-Hashemi by allegiance, Al-Basri, Al-
Baghdadi known as lbn Saad (died: 230 AH), edited by
Ihsan Abbas, Dar Sadir, Beirut, first edition, 1968 AD.

-Classes of Grammarians and Linguists, by Al-Zubaidi (d.
379 AH), edited by/ Muhammad Abu Al-Fadl Ibrahim,
Dar Al-Maaref, Cairo, third edition, 1984.

- Classes of the Great Poets by Muhammad bin Salam Al-
Jamhi, edited by/ Muhammad Shaker, Al-Tanji and
Abdul Fattah Al-Halou Press, and Issa Al-Babi Al-
Halabi Press, Cairo, 1964.

- Al-Ajaj Abdullah Ru’bah with his Life and Poems by Dr.
Abdul Hafeez Al-Sattli, Cooperative Press, Damascus,
second edition, 1983.

-Al-lqd Al-Fareed, by Ibn Abd Rabbih Al-Andalusi, edited
by Ahmed Amin and his colleagues, Committee for
Authorship, Translation and Publication,
Cairo, 1950.

- Fuhulat al-Shu’ara’, by al-Asma’i, edited by the
orientalist Sh. Torrey, introduced by Dr. Salah al-Din al-
Munajjid, Dar al-Kitab al-Jadid, Beirut, Lebanon, second
edition, 1400 AH - 1980 AD.
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- Rules for Editing Manuscripts by Dr. Salah Al-Din Al-
Munajjid, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Jadeed, Beirut, Lebanon, 7th
edition, 1987.

- Lisan Al-Arab, by Ibn Manzur, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 3rd
edition, 1414 AH.

- The Elegance of the Milestones of the Caliphate, by Al-
Qalgashandi, edited by Abdul Sattar Faraj, Kuwait
Government Press, second edition, 1985.

- Al-Mabsut, by Al-Sarakhsi (died: 483 AH), Dar Al-
Ma'rifah, Beirut, 1414 AH - 1993.

- Majma' Al-Amthal, by Al-Maydani, edited by
Muhammad Muhyi Al-Din Abdul Hamid, Sunnah Al-
Muhammadiyah Press, Cairo, 1955.

- Al-Murshid ila Fath Ashar Al-Arab wa-Ma'alim, authored
by Dr. Abdullah Al-Tayeb, Sudanese House, 1970.

- Al-Ma'ani Al-Kabir, by lbn Qutaybah, edited by Abdul
Rahman bin Yahya Al-Yamani, Dar Al-Kotob Al-
IImiyyah, Beirut, 1984.

- Al-Babtain Dictionary of Arabic Poets in the Nineteenth
and Twentieth Centuries, Abdul Aziz Saud Al-Babtain
Foundation for Poetic Creativity.

Dictionary of Countries, by Yaqut Al-Hamawi, Dar Sadir
Beirut, Beirut 1984.

- Dictionary of what is strange, by Al-Bakri, edited by
Mustafa Al-Saga, Committee for Authorship, Translation
and Publication, Cairo, 1945.

Kings of Himyar and the Descendants of Yemen, by

Nashwan bin Saeed Al-Himyari, edited by Ismail Al-

Jarafi and Ali Al-Muayyad, Dar Al-Kalima and Dar Al-

Awda, Sana'a and Beirut, second edition, 1978.

The Ultimate Request from Arab Poetry, compiled by
Muhammad bin Al-Mubarak bin Muhammad bin
Maimun, edited by Dr. Muhammad Nabil Tarefi, Dar
Sadir, first edition, 1999.

- Wikipedia and Aloka Network titled: Professor Abdul
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