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Problems of Translating Cultural Elements in Tanzanian
Writer Ibrahim Hussein's Time Barrier Play: A Study
Under Peter Newmark Model

Abdulahi Ahmed Mohamed Salem
Department of African Languages, Faculty of Languages
and Translation, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt
Email: Prof.abdulhaysalem@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The research aims to monitor cultural elements in the play of
"Wakati Ukuta" by the Tanzanian playwright "lbrahim
Hussein", and to identify strategies on which the translator has
relied to transfer them into Arabic. The research also aims to
identify the problems encountered in the translation process,
particularly the cultural and social problems endorsed by
English theorist Peter Newmark in his well-known model. The
play of "Hajez Al- Zaman" has been a great success within
and outside Tanzanian society, as it has been printed ten times
as it portrays one of the most important problems experienced
by this community.
At the end of the research, the reader is expected to have
learned about the Swahili theatre in East Africa in general,
and Tanzania in particular in the 1970s. Identifying the
cultural and social constraints faced by the Arab interpreter
and proposing solutions that could use these cultural and
social aspects; in line with the objectives of the original text,
its writer and its community.
One of the findings that researcher has got is that the
translator had model as a lexical translation technique for
translating qualities and actions, cultural parity technique for
translating terminological expressions, it also used the
technique of switching and modifying to translate rhetorical
Images such as metonymy, metaphor, etc. The translator has
dealt with the language of dialogue by translating it into
Arabic in a simple language that is purely authentic, away
from clichéd slang.
Keywords: Swahili Theatre, lbrahim Hussein, Peter New
Mark, Cultural Element, Social Element,
Terminological Expression, Rhetorical Images.
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"Hakuna mtu anaweza kushindana na wakati.

WAKATI UKUTA, UKIPIGANA NAO UTAUMIA
MWENYEWE." (Uk.17)
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"Huyu Swai angekuja angemposa sisi tungemuoza.
Lakini hivi alivyofanya kenda hatutukanisha sisi wote.
Watu wa Mlima nyie hamwezi kufahamu haya. Lakini
Swai kasema kuwa si mngalimkubali, kwa ajili hana kitu
na Mtu wa Bara ..... Kwa hiyo wakaoana afadhali ...."
(Uk.25)
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"Hana elimu lakini ana busara. Mtu wa Pwani"
(UKk.7)
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"Nitazame mie navaa kofia na kanzu, kwani jadi
yangu mimi ni kofia na kanzu- au asili yako wewe, au

watani wako walivaa buibui au mtandio?" (Uk.17)
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"Juma miaka 40-50. Mavazi yake ni Kanzu, Kofia,
Koti, Suruali” (Uk.7)
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"Mahali ni ukumbi katika nyumba ya Bw. Juma.

Kuna kochi, upande wa kushoto wa jukwaa, ambalo

ukilikalia linakofanya uwe na shaka kuwa imejazwa

mawe kwa ndani. Kuna kiti cha kawaida karibu na meza.

Juu ya Meza kuna gudulia la maji, bilauri na redio.

Upande wa juu wa kushoto wa jukwaa kuna mlango wa

kuendea uani. Pazia lipo mlangoni. Jukwaa chini kulia
kuna mlango wa kutokea. Linapofunguka pazia, Mama
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Tatu anaonekana akisuka ukili. Anaelekea mlango wa
kutokea nje. Mlango wa kuingilia ndani upo upande wake
wa kulia". (Uk.9)
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"Tatu amesoma vitabu vya kizungu, ameona mtoto

wa kike na wa kiume wanatembea wanakwenda dansini
au sinema". (Uk.18).
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"Leo vaa kanzu yako nzuri tutakwenda Kkatika
marumba. (Anacheza rumba) (Uk.32)
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"Sasa unangoja nini? Ungejua tulivyo mtafuta, jana
usiku hatukulala, leo sikwenda hata sokoni kufanya
biashara." (Uk.21)
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"Kuoana huku wameoanaje? Nani alitoa ruhusa hii?

Wameoana kwa Area Commissioner."” (Uk.24)
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"Huyu Swai anafanya kazi nini? Yeye ni karani.
Alifeli darasa la 12 mwaka juzi akaanza kazi." (Uk.26)
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"Mama (kwa sauti ya kubembeleza) siku hizi

watoto wote wanakwenda na marafiki ya Kkiume
kutembea, si kitu kigeni. (Uk.11)
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"Mimi najali- sitaki aibu mimi. Unalofanya wewe
sio aibu yako tu, bali ya wote, mimi, baba yako, ukoo
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"Mambo haya yalitokea katika mkoa wa pwani.

Yaweza kuwa Dar es Salaam, Tanga, au Bagamoyo."
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uchinjo na huko juu shore latokeza." (Uk.8)
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leo huendi mahali. Nikione uinue mguu tu. (Uk.13)
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"Chakula tayari bwana. Jee Tuandalie sasa hivi?

Unafikiri hicho chakula kiaweza kupita rohoni?"
(UK.19-20)
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"Mtoto vile vile ni mtu, sio kama nakuvunjia

heshima. Lakini watu wa humu pwani mnafanya mtoto
kama mzigo, hasa mtoto wa kike." (Uk. 24)
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"Mimi haidhuru. Lakini sasa mama yake ataogopa

kwenda hadharani — kampaka masizi kweli kweli.

Hawezi tena kunyanyua uso wake katika hadhara ya
arusi." (Uk.25-26)
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"Hatuweza kwenda. Pesa za watu hatujalipa — tuna
madeni chungu mzima" (UKk.33)
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"Wanachokimbilia kuoana hivi ni nini? Wanafikiri

sikazi eh? Haya. Mtoto akililia kisu, mpe. (Uk.26)
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"Licha ya haya yaliyotokea hata mengine yakitokea,
sisi ndio wazee wake. Atutupe, atutukane atubughudhi,
lakini damu ni nzito kuliko maji."(UK.26)
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"Jee hii ndio nyumba ya bwana Juma?
Ehee Hasa-a na mimi ndio bwana Juma, pita basi
pita kaa juu ya kiti- Tusameheane, viti vinyewe ndio viti
jina tu. (UK. 20)
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"Ma Tatu imemtoka sahani imeanguka chini.
Mkono wake kwa kutetemeka unapapasia kiti. Anakaa
taratibi. Uso wake unatazama sawa sawa kama

aliyepigwa na  bumbuazi. Kristina ameinuka
anamtazama Ma Tatu." (Uk.23)
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"Pili:  Ah, nakutaniaje? Kwani hukuoa. Tena
kibamba unachokipenda?" (Uk.36)
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"Tazama bibi Kristina sisi wazee, kila anachotaka
mtoto wetu hatuwezi kumkubalia tu — eh. Haiwezekani
ati. Haiwezekani kila anachotaka ndio; akisema hiki,
hewalla. Kwa nini? — kwa sababu tusimudhi? Basi
amekuwa mtoto wa yai huyo!" (Uk. 23)
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