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The Semiotics of Storytelling in “My Aunt Kadarjan” by
Ahmed Al-Sebaei

Ibrahim Omar Ali Al-Mahaili

Department of Literature and Criticism, College of Arts and
Sciences, Mahayil Asir, King Khalid University, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

Abstract:

In this research, | try, through a semiotic study, to study the
short story, “My Aunt Kadarjan ” by the Saudi writer Ahmed
Al-Sibai (1905-1984 ), internally and externally, to reveal
the artistic aspects on the one hand, up to the levels of
pioneering, the reasons for her fame, the reasons that give
her the prominent signs of her interpretation. And an
indication of the extent of her contribution to the
development of the art of writing the Saudi short story, and
the extent to which it touches on the concerns of the
individual and society at the time, for comparison and
balance to indicate what the contemporary Saudi woman
has achieved in terms of rights, freedoms, and her ability to
make her fateful decisions, and marriage .

The nature of the semiotic lesson requires that the study
stop before the title of the story, the opening, and the iconic
section, especially the second section and the conclusion,
and the semiotics of chronotope, the language, the style, the
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imagery, and before that the elements of narrative
construction.

One of the most important objectives of the research is to
reveal the aesthetics of the story, its declared and implicit
discourse, its role in developing Saudi storytelling, and the
extent of its influence in dealing with the issues and
problems of society.

Keywords: Kadarjan, semiotics, narrative elements, title,
opening, concolusion
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