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Higher Education And Its Relationship To Achieving

Sustainable Development In The Jordanian

Society And Suggestions For Development.

Dr.Ahlam Abed-Alkareem Ali Otoom
College of Education- University of Hail
Abstract

This study aimed at discovering the role of higher
education in achieving sustainable development in the
Jordanian society from the perspective of educational
leaders. It also sought to reach some suggestions to develop
higher education to achieve sustainable development in the
Jordanian society. The community of the study consisted of
the educational leaders at the universities of the Northern
region of Jordan both governmental and private. The
universities included: Yarmouk University, The Jordanian
University of Science and Technology, Irbid National
University and Jerash National University. The study
community consisted of (1944) educational leaders while the
sample of the study consisted of (193).

To answer the first and second questions of the study,
the researcher developed a five-option gradual scale

questionnaire consisting of four fields containing forty items
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designed to determine the role in achieving sustainable
development in the Jordanian society from the perspective of
educational leaders. To determine statically significant
differences in relation to the variables: University type,
gender, academic rank and experience. Both the four-
dimensional achievement differential and Bartlet test were
applied. The researcher also interviewed the deans of
scientific research at all four universities in order to answer
the third question.

The results of the study revealed that the role of higher
education in Jordan in achieving sustainable development in
the Jordanian society from the perspective of educational
leaders came in the intermediate level in all four fields. The
field related to the role of higher education in achieving
sustainable development at the level of curricula and
methods of teaching in the first rank with an average of (3.5)
and a standard deviation of (0.80) while the field related to
the role of higher education in achieving sustainable
development at the administrative level ranked second with
an average of (3.20) and a standard deviation of (0.75). The
field related to the role of higher education in achieving
sustainable development at the students' level ranked third
with an average of (3.18) and a standard deviation of (0.81)
while the field of the role of higher education in achieving

sustainable development at the level of community service
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ranked fourth with an average of (3.14) and a standard
deviation of (0.79).

The results of the study also revealed that there were
no statistically significant differences for the variables of the
study (university type, gender, academic rank & experience)
in relation to the estimates of the fields of the role of higher
education in Jordan in achieving sustainable development
from the perspectives of educational leaders.

Based on the results of the study, the researcher
arrived at the following recommendations:

e Concentrating on social problems taking in
consideration the priorities related to such problems.

e The educational policies should come as a result of
such social needs reconsidering such policies on a
regular basis.

Key Words: Higher education, sustainable development in

Jordanian society, suggestions for development.
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