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The Sociolinguistic Meaning of Speech-
Participants Shifts in Quranic Verse

Abstract

In specific Quranic contexts, there appears a functional
inconsistency in the pattern of speech roles that creates a
semantic and pragmatic uniqueness in various contexts. A
speech may be addressed to singular turning into dual;
while another shifts from a dual to a plural recipient in a
mode unexpected by the reader.

Such semantic values vary in accordance with the sender of
the speech act. When Allah is the sender, there arise the
meanings of generalization, or specification, concise
elaboration, or recalling the absent, or the adequacy needed
to match old Arabic dialects. In other contexts, the sender
can be one of Allah's prophets. Here surfaces another
intention to match the social status of recipients in the
discourse. On other occasions a prophet's people address
the speech where doubtfulness is the intended meaning.
Moreover, other unique stylistic values are perceived by the

readers of the Quranic verses aiming to evoke the reader's
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interest, contradict the expected norm, highlight the
intended message, and break the cycle of the one pattern of

style.
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