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On the Methodological and Conceptual Foundations of
Behavioral, Structural and Generative
in its Processing of Language Acquisition

Sawsan Faisal Muhammad Darabseh

Department of Arabic Language — Directorate of Education
for the Ramtha District — Halima Al-Saadia Secondary
School for Girls — Saudi Arabia.

e—mail : Sawsan-Faisal@yahoo.com

Abstract:

The research compares the methodological and conceptual
foundations of behavioral, constructivism, and generative in
its treatment of language acquisition in three approaches:
behavioral approach, learning mechanisms, and constructive
cognitive approach to language acquisition and generative
cognitive approach. Research through these approaches
has demonstrated the contradiction between the rational and
empirical perception of the nature of knowledge and the way
it is acquired in modern theories of language acquisition.
The behavioral school in psychology is the most prominent
representative of the experimental approach in the study of
cognitive behavior, including what is termed it verbal
behavior, that is, language. Generative linguistics is the
most prominent advocate of rational perception in the
approach to human knowledge, and linguistic knowledge in
particular, while structural cognitive psychology classifies
between the experimental and rational position

Keywords: behaviorism - language acquisition -

constructivism - generative - cognitive -
language theories.
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