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Values in between Relativity and Constancy
A Study of the Sources and Results

Mohammed Nagdy Hamid Abdelhamid
Assistant professor of Creed and Philosophy
Department of Osoul El-deen
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Cairo
Azhar University
Email: mohamedabdelhamid.4@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract :

The current controversy surrounding the relativity of values and
their constancy is not a new issue to human thought. This
dialectic issue was deeply rooted in what has been delivered to us
by the Greek philosophers of the fifth century B.C, and the rise of
the sophistry movement which was based upon a fallacious
science. The sophists thought of values as being variable, relative
and inconstant. In addition, they doubted everything in terms of
knowledge, values and ethics. As a result, the objectivity of
values has been demolished therefore, they had turned out to be
judged by their autonomy and relativity as well as linking them to
man considering him a scale of everything whether it is good or
bad. Socrates and his disciples Plato and Aristotle confronted
those sophists and concluded that values are absolute, constant
and based upon reason due to the impact of the natural religion in
which they believed. Hence, the philosophy of idealism appeared
in consequence. That philosophy viewed values as absolute and
there should be a model before reality to fulfil. In contrast,

followers of the materialist philosophy, the social theory and the
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like thought that values are relative, variable and of no objective
existence but rather subjective; vulnerable to influence by the
individual or the society so that they would turn out to be
behavioral values governing the individual. The investigation
through which the researcher has tried to end up the conflict and
the suspicion which various philosophies, sects and religions
raised around the existence of an absolute objective foundation of
values having perpetual constancy or rather being relative,
autonomous and linked to the wishes of the individuals and
groups. What were the premises and sources upon which those
who believed in the relativity or constancy of values depended?

Finally, what were the final outcomes of each statement?

Keywords: constancy of values- relativity- sophistry- objectivity-

materialism- sources of values sources of values.
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